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Representative Fiola Presents Earmarks To Fall River Public Schools
 
Fall River, MA (September 29, 2026) – State Representative Carole Fiola announced $172,898.30 in earmarks for the Fall River Public Schools through Fiscal Year 2026 and 2027 Budgets and the Fair Share Supplemental Budget. The funding will support transportation for students with disabilities, educational enrichment field trips, and prom preparation for students at Durfee High School.

Representative Fiola joined Interim Superintendent Dr. Kathleen Smith, Mayor Paul Coogan, Director of Transportation Deborah Carvalho, Principal Dr. Jessica Stephens, School Committee Member Shanell Stewart, and Cosmetology Teacher Kerry Torres at B.M.C. Durfee High School for the announcement. 

The three earmarks include:

$120,000 for special education and after-school program transportation for students in the City of Fall River, from the FY26 Fair Share Supplemental Budget. The funding will be used to purchase additional school buses/vans to help provide transportation for students with disabilities.

$50,000 for educational enrichment field trips for Fall River Public Schools students, also from the FY26 Fair Share Supplemental Budget. The funding will support schools across the district in making educational field trips more accessible to families by helping reduce or eliminate the cost of participation.

$2,898.30 for Prom Preparation at B.M.C. Durfee High School, part of a larger $50,000 FY26 earmark for teens and seniors. The funding will help support prom preparation activities, such as hair and make-up, alterations, and prom dresses and suits for Durfee High School students.

“I was honored to secure this funding to support our students. Building on the progress made through increased Chapter 70 funding over the past seven years, we continue to look for meaningful ways to invest in our students and strengthen the resources available to them. Through strong collaboration between Fall River Public Schools and the City, we have been honored to bring additional services and opportunities directly to our students. No student should have to miss out on field trips, prom, or other important school experiences because of financial constraints. Our responsibility is to nurture our students, remove barriers, and give them every opportunity to succeed throughout their educational journey. I’m proud to continue working with our district schools and community to make that possible.” said State Representative Fiola. “We know that transportation costs are a burden to city and town budgets, and so we are consistently working to find ways to support these costs. This earmark is one way we are doing that.”

At the presentation, Interim Superintendent Dr. Smith and Mayor Coogan received the check on behalf of Fall River Public Schools.

“In the short time I have known Representative Fiola, I have quickly learned about her strong support for Fall River Public Schools and the children of the City of Fall River,” Fall River Public Schools Interim Superintendent Dr. Smith stated. “Our district is incredibly grateful for her commitment to making sure our students have access to the opportunities and resources they need to succeed. These additional funds will allow the district to support important programs and experiences that directly benefit our students and families. We truly appreciate Representative Fiola’s partnership and her continued investment in our students and our schools.”  

Representative Fiola can be contacted by phone at 617-722-2430, via the Web at www.carolefiola.com, or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StateRepresentativeCaroleFiola.
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